Mark of the "Triune.

CHAPTER THE THIRD.

INSUFFICIENCY OF WORLDLY OBJECTS.

|T is a constant and very plausible charge offered
by the general world against the possession of the
power of gold-making as claimed by the alche-
mists, who were the practical branch of the Rosi-
crucians,. that if such supposed power were in their hands,
they would infallibly use it, and that quickly enough; for
the acquisition of riches and power, say they, is the desire
of all men.    But this idea proceeds from an ignorance of
the  character and inclinations  of real philosophers, and
results from an inveterate prejudice relative to them.    Be-
fore we judge of these, let us acquire a knowledge of the
natural inclinations of very deeply learned men.    Philoso-
phers, when they have attained to much knowledge, which
wearies them of merely mundane matters, hold that the
ordering of men, the following of them about by subservient
people, and the continual glitter about them of the fine
things of this world, are, after all, but of mean and melan-
choly account, because life is so brief, and this accidental
pre-eminence  is  very  transitory.     Splendour,  show,  and
bowing little delight the raised and abstract mind.    That
circuit of comfort formed by the owning of money and
riches is circumscribed by the possessor's own ken.    What
is outside of this sight may just as well be enjoyed by any